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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

February 3, 2010 

Issue 3 

Dear Family, 

 As we start the second month of 2010, 
we have been encouraged by many things at 
GVBC and want to praise God for your 
faithfulness. Our Annual Meeting is on 
February 21, starting with a potluck dinner at 
5:00 PM. I always look forward to this meeting 
and reporting to you about how we are doing. We received 
back the results of the REVEAL Survey an0.d will be 

sharing some parts of this with you at the meeting. We will also share 
how we ended the year, financially — which was good!  But I don’t want 
to go into that now. You’ll have to come to the meeting to hear about 
that. There are two things I do want to praise God for and report on now. 

First, as you all have experienced, we are growing a lot faster 
than we use to. Our old growth ratio was 2-4% per year over the last 10 
years. This year we have grown about 11% and most of that in the 
second service. What I see is that we are reaching out into our 
community and loving them. When visitors attend, they are warmly 
accepted and included in all we do. I wish I knew the names of all the 
new faces, but I hear from Pastor Annette that our visitors are becoming 
connected into our small groups. 

 The second thing I want to praise God for is our Children’s 
department. I am so happy to have Susan Wakuta and Linda Matsuda in 
charge of our Children’s Ministry. From the REVEAL Survey, you rated 
Children’s Ministry as one of the most important ministries in our church, 
and it also showed we exceeded expectations of this ministry. I feel this 
is because of the leadership and vision of Linda and Nancy, interim 
director of Elementary Children, and the love our teachers have for the 
children. I also appreciate that all our children’s teachers and leaders 
(and for that matter, youth teachers and leaders) are patient with our 
process of background checks. The protection of our children is a very 
high priority and applicants who want to serve/teach must wait 6 months, 
apply, have references and are subject to a background check. Our 
insurance company is also giving us new ideas on ways that we can 
create a safe learning environment for all our children (and youth) to 
come to and be transformed by God. 

 Well done, Church! 

His child, 

Pastor Steve 

by Steve Langley 

Senior Pastor 



Page 2 � � � � 
   SPIRIT 

A Road to Blessing 

Profile of Jennell Tanaka 

by Kathy Aiso, Contributing Editor 

ItItItIt    
 began as an enjoyable job for Jennell Tanaka. When the Home Depot 
job turned into a nightmare, Jennell experienced one of the most difficult 

trials of her life. After graduating from Cal State University Long Beach (CSULB) 
with a B.A. in Art in December 2006, Jennell was hired the following February by 
Home Depot in San Pedro. She started out as a cashier and quickly rose to 
Inventory Manager. As part of her job, she was a buyer, purchasing for the 
electrical and home departments. 

Leaning not on her own understanding 

As Inventory Manager, Jennell soon had disagreements with disgruntled higher 
management. Upper management wanted a tight hold on spending, which meant 
fewer products to purchase, resulting in barer-stocked shelves. In the end, 
Jennell followed what she was told to do by her supervisor — the store manager. 
Yet, the department manager wrote her up. Out of frustration and stress, she 
burst into tears. She clung to God’s promise in Proverbs 3:5,6: 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding, 
In all your ways, acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.” 

“I’m trusting you, God” she prayed. Soon, Jennell realized God didn’t want her to 
work there any longer. 

God addresses all her concerns 

In quitting her job, finances were a concern as she was in the midst of planning 
her wedding. Health coverage was another concern. Taking an earlier suggestion 
from her then fiancé, Craig Tanaka, Jennell applied as a sub for Torrance Unified 
School District. God was faithful for within a week she was hired. Jennell not only 
received higher pay, but she eventually returned to college, pursuing what she 
was really interested in, working with high school students. Today, she is focused 
on eventually pursuing a high school counseling credential. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

“For the Christian, what looks like 
a detour may actually be a new 
road to blessing.” 

—Our Daily Bread 

Craig & Jennell Tanaka with their son, Jacob 
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God also answered Jennell’s concerns about her health insurance coverage. 
After leaving Home Depot, she was able to purchase health insurance for six 
months, which would carry her into marriage. Once married, she would be 
carried on Craig’s health insurance. In retrospect, Jennell saw how God led her 
from Home Depot to greater blessings as well as taking care of all the details in 
between! 

An encounter led to GVBC 

A native of Torrance, Jennell grew up with younger siblings, Jarrod, Jenna, and 
Jon and her parents, Jim and Karen Kawashima. She attended Gardena schools, 
graduating from Gardena High School in 1999. While at Gardena High School, 
she played on the basketball team. She attended El Camino College before 
transferring to CSULB and graduating. 

An encounter with a Christian student at CSULB got Jennell thinking about God. 
This led her to attend Solomon’s Porch — at that time a young-adult Sunday 
night fellowship at GVBC — with her sister, Jenna. The music and lyrics of the 
worship songs ministered to Jennell as she began to understand Christianity. 

She received a spiritual wakeup call 

Later, attending a Good Friday Service, Jennell received a spiritual wakeup call. 
The speaker ended his message by saying that being a good person or doing 
good works would not get one into heaven, only knowing Jesus as Savior would. 
This startled Jennell, who wanted answers to her question about getting into 
heaven. Jenna then directed her to Tom Demorest, who was the ministry leader 
of the college group at that time. As Jennell asked Tom questions, which 
dismissed Jesus as God, Tom responded with the appropriate Bible verses to 
refute her statements. That evening, in the solitude of her home, Jennell felt led 
to receive the Lord. So, she took the 101 class before being baptized by Pastor 
Chris Koga in May 2005. 

Craig keeps her accountable 

Jennell and her husband, Craig, were married on May 13, 2006 at Crossroads 
Church in Gardena. She appreciates that Craig promotes and encourages her 
Christian walk. “I think Craig’s really helped me with my walk. He keeps me 
accountable and allows me to serve in children’s ministry,” she affirmed. Since 
September 2006, Jennell has taught preschool first-session Sunday school. 

Their community group opened their dialogue 

The Tanakas are the parents of 11-month-old Jacob, who is a delight to both 
parents. The challenges of parenthood make it difficult, at times, for Jennell and 
Craig to find time for each other. Their small group of young married adults 
helped in the transition when they became new parents. 

“The small group has helped us keep an open dialogue with each other,” Jennell 
shared.  

Outside of her family and church, Jennell enjoys sports. Using her art 
background, she also enjoys taking photos and framing them. 

Trusting God even during the bleak times 

Through her Home Depot experience, Jennell learned the importance of trusting 
God in the bleakest of circumstances. For her faithfulness, He blessed her 
beyond what she could have ever imagined! 

(Jennell Tanaka Profile Continued from page 2) 
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Annual Business Meeting 

Sunday, February 21 

5:00 PM Potluck Dinner 

6:00 PM Business Meeting 

Community Hall 

Our annual business meeting will cover topics such as: 
appreciation of outgoing Board Members and senior pastor’s 
vision for 2010. 

For the potluck dinner, EVERYONE bring a main dish and also, 
last name beginning with: 

A — H  rice, noodles, or vegetable dish 

I — R  dessert 

S — Z  salad 

Please let the office know by February 14 if you’re coming and 

how many will be with you so we can prepare enough tables and 
chairs. 
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Family News 

Our condolences and prayers go out to: 

� Don and Jeannie Bain in the passing of Don’s father who passed away on 
Tuesday, January 26. Don stated, “My dad had a long and good li fe, he would 
have been 89 on July 15th. We rejoice that he knew the Lord and was a hard 
worker for the Lord in every church he ever belonged to. I know of many 
people over the years who became Christians because of his Christian love 
and actions. His next-door neighbors moved in about 1968 and were un-
churched at the time. They had four boys and they invited then to attend 
church with them. The whole family became Christians and one of the boys is 
a minister today. It has taken him almost 29 years, but he and my mother are 
finally together again and that really upli fts me.” 

� Robert & Joan Sakogawa in the passing of Robert’s mother, Joyce Sakogawa. 
The funeral will be held on Saturday, February 6, 1:00 PM at GVBC. Pastor 
Steve Langley will be officiating. 

Letters to our GVBC Family 

� Dear GVBC, Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement which is upli fting. 
Also uplifting are the many prayers. Thank you, too, for the cards, phone calls, 
and delicious dinners. I am recovering well. Thankfully and appreciatively in 
His name, Norma Masuda 

� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you very much for your many thoughts, prayers, 
calls, and emails for my Christmastime hospitalization and ongoing recovery. 
The beautiful bouquet of flowers really brightened my mood and it was so 
comforting to have a visual reminder that many are praying for my healing. 
Love, Sharie Tom 

In the news 

� Suzanne Hasegawa and Amy Ikari and their photo (among other YMCA 
members) was featured in the Thursday, November 12, 2009 Gardena Valley 
News. As a part of the Gardena-Carson Family YMCA, Suzanne and Amy 
participated in the annual Gardena Valley Y’s men’s Club Pancake Breakfast 
and Make a Difference Day. The food collected on October 24, 2009 was 
given to the Gardena Food Pantry for the needy. Keep up the good work, 
Suzanne and Amy. 

� The news has shown a Baptist group of people who were recently arrested in 
Haiti because they were trying to save orphaned children and bring them to 
the US. Please keep them in your prayers along with the Haitian people. By 
the way, although the news continues to call them American Baptist, it is 
because they are from American. This group is not affiliated with the American 
Baptist Churches. 

� Congratulations, Dr. Kimberly Okumura, who garnered, for the second 
consecutive year, "BEST OF L.A. DENTIST IN HUNTINGTON BEACH." 
Kimberly was featured in a one minute segment on both KTLA, Channel 5 and 
KCAL, Channel 9 news for her outstanding achievements in the field of 
dentistry. The one minute video clip not only featured Kimberly with a patient, 
but also her mother, Mrs. Judy Hiroshige. Judy serves as Kimberly's 
receptionist. The office's "Children's Room," also shown in the video, features 
walls painted by a Disney Imagineer, who is one of Kimberly's patients. When 
watching the video, one can catch a glimpse of his work, a pirate's beach and 
princess's castle. Children also love the "Children's Room" for the prop — a 
rock with a waterfall — given by the Imagineer. You'll have fun, viewing this at:  
http://best of latv.com/view/ll0l. Another recent honor for Kimberly was being 
put into Cambridge's, "Who's? Who?" Keep up the good work, Kimberly!!! 



CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also call or 
email the event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net. 

� HULA 
Tuesdays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, Room 220, taught by 
Darin Yamada. Newcomers welcome. Performance on 
Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday. Participation in the 
performance is optional. Contact Mae Kuratani or 
Tammy Cosare via the church office. 

� Children’s Ministry 
�KidZone (1st to 5th graders): 
Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, Community Hall. Wear 
comfortable clothes and gym shoes to all events. 
Contact: Brandon Tsukamoto via the church office or 
gvbckidzone@yahoo.com 
Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 

� Youth Events 
�Greenhouse Junior High Friday Nights 7:00 PM, room 
218, study series is “Journey of Joseph” until 
February 19. 

�Youth Winter Camp Contact: 
March 5—7, Alpine Conference Center, Cost: $140 
per student, $110 for students who have never 
attended a GVBC Children’s/Youth Winter or Summer 
Camp. $110 for each additional sibling from the same 
family attending this camp. Scholarship applications 
available from the church office or from Daniel 
Matsuda. Scholarship applications due by February 
21 along with your camp registration. Deadline: 
Sunday, February 21. NO REFUNDS!!! After 
February 21, registrations only accepted if space 
available. No registrations accepted after March 1. 
Junior High=Layne Wakuta, ext. 684, layne@gvbc.net 
Senior High=Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681, 
daniel@gvbc.net 

� GVBC Men’s Breakfast 
Saturdays of February 27, March 20, April 24, May 15, 
June 19, July 24, August 28, September 25, October 
23, November 27, December 18, 8:00 AM, Community 
Hall. Join together for a time of fellowship with the men 
of GVBC. Contact Dave Uratsu via the church office. 

� Class 101 
Sunday, March 21, 12:30 PM. For those seeking 

information about GVBC and who would like to 

become a member and/or be baptized. Taught by 

Pastor Steve Langley and Layne Wakuta. 

Baptisms Sunday, April 11 during both worship 

services. This class begins with a FREE lunch. Sign 

up: Register by checking off the appropriate box on the 

back of your Connection form or contact Jan Magnani 
at the church office (310) 323-5683, ext. 0 or e-mail 

her at: jan@gvbc.net [Subject line: Class 101]. 

� Early Childhood Easter Celebration 
Saturday, March 27, 9:00 AM. More info to follow. 
Contact Linda Matsuda, ext. 683, linda@gvbc.net. 
 

Page 6 � � � � 
   SPIRIT 

� Easter Decorating 
Saturday, April 3, 8:00 AM. Come help us place 
hundreds of beautiful lilies and tulips and floral 
arrangements around our church campus. 

� Primetimers’ 2010 Calendar of Activities 

� Friendship Luncheon: Time of Fellowship and 
Games, Saturday, February 13, Grand World Buffet, 
21557 Western Ave, Torrance, 11:00 AM — 1:30 
PM, Cost: $13.50 Seniors (65 yrs and up), $15 (64 
yrs and down), Price includes buffet lunch, 
beverage, tax, and tip. Payment due: January 31 
(limit 100 people). 

� Ramona Outdoor Drama with lunch at Marie 
Callender’s, Saturday, April 17. Cost: $110 per 
person. Reserved seats at the Ramona bowl for the 
afternoon performance of the Ramona Outdoor Play 
(lower level seats — seat cushion rental included). 
Round-trip motorcoach transportation. Price based 
on 19-28 participants and includes the gratuity to the 
driver. Payment due: March 1. 

� Southwest Spectacular (Utah/Arizona), Thursday, 
May 20 — Thursday, May 27, $1,245 per person 
(double occupancy), $1,645 per person (single 
occupancy). Deadline: Final payment due no later 
than April 4. Overnight stays in Las Vegas, NV; 
Kanab, UT; Page, AZ; Flagstaff, AZ; and Laughlin, 
NV. 

� Great Reno Balloon Race & Lake Tahoe, Thursday, 
September 9 — Sunday, September 12. Cost: TBD. 
Price based on 19-28 participants and will include 
the gratuity to the driver. Please note: date change. 
Payment due: August 2. 

� Glory of Christmas at Crystal Cathedral, Sunday, 
December 12. Cost: $105 (price based on 19-28 
participants) includes the gratutity to the driver. 
Please note: price does not include dinner. Please 
eat your dinner prior to boarding the bus. We will 
leave GVBC at 6:00 PM and return at 10:30 PM. 
Payment due: October 24. 

Make checks payable to Gardena Valley Baptist 
Church [your event title in subject line]. Contact: Keiko 
or Richard Imatomi through the church office. 

� Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) 
� Saturday, March 6, 2010, Tijuana 
� Saturday, May 15, 2010, Tijuana 
� Friday, July 23 to Sunday, August 1, 2010, 

Summer Mission Trip from Oaxaca to Panama 
� Saturday, October 2, 2010, Tijuana 
� Friday, December 17 to Sunday, December 19, 

2010, San Telmo Christmas Mission Trip 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima 
via the church office. 

� GVBC Women’s Retreat 
Saturday and Sunday, April 24 and 25 for our women’s 
retreat at the Palm Garden Hotel in Thousand Oaks. 
Retreat speaker is Carol Miyake. Retreat director: 
Jessie Carrara. 

� 2010 GVBC Seminarian Golf Tournament 

Monday, August 16 



The Spirit is copyrighted © 2010 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 

Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gv bc.info. The Spirit is published tw ice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 

and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 
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Issue 4 will be uploaded to website on 

Wednesday, February 17. Hard copies 

available on Sunday, February 21 in the 
Narthex. All articles should be submitted 

by Sunday, February 14. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Haiti Relief Fund 

Thank you for your faithful giving to our One Great Hour of Sharing for Haiti.  
The total donation collected was: 

$14,981.00 

Although we are no longer collecting for the Haiti Relief Fund, please continue 
to pray for the Haitian people and all the relief workers there in Haiti. 

God is amazing! 

Neighborhood Project 

Gardena City Employees Appreciation Week 

March 1 — 4 

GVBC has an opportunity to extend love to our city 
employees. 

During the week of March 1 — 4, we are asking 
GVBC members to bake cookies for various 
departments of the City of Gardena. We would like to 
express our appreciation and encourage them to seek 
the common good of our city. 

You can volunteer to bake cookies. Also, you can 
pray for and write a personal note to encourage them. 
We invite small groups to commit to a whole 
department. 

Please fill out the bulletin insert to sign up for the 
project. Or, sign up at the table in the Courtyard 
between the worship services. 

If you have any questions, contact Kathy Sato via the 
church office. 

 



 
 

St ev e Lan gley , Senior  Pas t or, ext . 0 
Bunso Ot ani , N ic higo Pas t or , ext. 676 

Ron Mat s uda, As s oc iat e Pas t or — Teaching, ext.  679 
Ann ett e Kak imot o, As s ist ant Pas t or —  

Lead ers hip Developme nt, ext . 680  
J ames  Chang — As s is t ant Pas t or of  Youn g Adul ts , ext. 682 

Chr is Koga,  As sist ant Pas t or —Col lege,  ext. 685 (pt )  
D anie l  Mats uda,  As sist ant Pas t or — Yout h, ext . 681 

Lay ne Wakut a, Pas t ora l I nt ern — J unior  High, ex t 684 (pt ) 
Susan W akut a — Eleme nt ary Chi ldren’s D irec t or, ext . 689  
Linda Mat s uda — D irect or  Ear ly Chi ldhood,  ext. 683 (pt ) 

J. J. F rey, Wors hip Coordinat or  (pt ) 
Wen dy  Nakano, Of fic e Ma nag er, ext. 672 
Rei Ab e, N ic higo Sec ret ary, ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peg gy  Kushigem achi,  Financ ia l As s ist ant, ext . 675 
J an Magna ni , Sec ret ary, ext. 67 1 

Dawn Robins o n, Chr istian Educ .  Sec ret ary , ext. 678 (pt ) 
Sus ie Shel ley,  News lett er  Edit or  ext. 673 (pt ) 

Kev in Hat as hi t a, Maint ena nce As st. ( p t ) 
Soc orro Kag awa,  Maint enance As st . (pt ) 
Kev in Maed a, Maint enance As s t. (pt ) 
Ky le York , Maint ena nce As st. (pt) 

 

 

 
 

�  Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @        

10:45 AM, Room 201 

Sermon Series: 
More & More 

A Bible Exposition in 1 Thessalonians 
 

Sunday, February 7 / Communion 
Pastor Steve 

 
Sunday, February 14 

Pastor Steve 
 

Sunday, February 21 
Pastor Steve 

 
Sunday, February 28 

Pastor Steve 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs con-
current with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

(310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

More & MoreMore & MoreMore & MoreMore & More    


